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Welcome to Holy Trinity Sixth Form 

Holy Trinity Sixth Form is a unique experience. Challenging, aspirational and rewarding, your two 
years here will give you the opportunity to achieve, mature and prepare for your future in higher 
education, training or work.

We off er a wide variety of subjects at A level and provide personalised teaching with facilities that 
ensure excellent progress is achieved by all. 

Our small teaching groups ensure bespoke learning to suit individual needs. Our highest achievers 
are challenged to reach their full potential and target grade tracking and early intervention ensure 
progression throughout the academic year. Those with additional learning needs are fully catered 
for by committed subject staff  and a highly trained team of support staff . 

Our students are encouraged to be part of the pastoral house system which encourages the 
individual and supports mentoring, leadership, communication and teamwork. Sixth Form 
students have a variety of valuable leadership roles within the whole school and a wide variety 
of opportunities are available to demonstrate their skills and broaden their ability to demonstrate 
responsibility. Our Head students are actively involved in the Student Action Group and use their 
leadership role to contribute to a wide variety of tasks and whole school events. We encourage the 
sixth Form leadership team to be proactive and be catalysts for positive change.

Our students’ next steps are always in the forefront of our PSHE and pastoral time discussions. We 
off er excellent careers advice, with a focus on apprenticeships, UCAS applications and other routes 
to support students in their future and next steps. All UCAS applications are individually tailored to 
the applicant, their subject choices and every student receives one to one support.

The bespoke Sixth Form facilities off er independence in addition to all the resources the rest of the 
school has to off er, such as our on-site swimming pool. 

I look forward to welcoming you to the Holy Trinity Sixth Form soon. 

Mrs Tamsin Fisher
Head of Sixth Form 
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It is acknowledged that one of the biggest steps any student will 
have to take during their academic studies is that taken between 
Year 11 and Sixth Form. Students are expected to operate with an 
elevated level of independence and work towards a defined goal. 
The reality is that many students need help with this transition 
into Sixth Form, help to develop the necessary study skills and 
depth of thought that will enable them to be lifelong learners 
and prepare them for the wider world. 

Therefore, the setting a student chooses to undertake their Sixth 
Form studies is incredibly important. At Holy Trinity, all students 
benefit from a high level of pastoral support from a Sixth Form 
tutor, a role that is critical in the success of each individual in 
ensuring that students are effectively managing the workload 
and coping with pressures that are synonymous with A level 
studies. The well-being of students is essential in promoting 
academic success and whilst students are taught in a stimulating 
environment by teachers professionally qualified in their chosen 
field of study, recognition of social and personal needs are of 
equal importance. 

During their time at Holy Trinity, students can be confident of 
support and advice regarding careers and university applications, 
as well as benefiting from preparation for interviews. Holy Trinity 
also works closely with several universities who are on hand 
to offer further guidance in helping students make informed 
decisions. 

By the time students leave Holy Trinity, they do so secure in the 
knowledge that they have achieved their potential and move 
forward as confident individuals who are ready to contribute to 
and interact within a wider society. 

Mr Ian Williams 
Headteacher
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We encourage students 
to be independent 

thinkers and inspire them 
to grow into confident 

individuals

We provide a structured, supportive environment where each 
student is valued and encouraged to seek challenge, to value 
effort and to persist in the face of obstacles. Small class sizes are 
an excellent preparation for tutorials and seminars at University, 
and offer structured guidance tailored with individual attention. 
University entry and career opportunities are developed through 
close links with higher educational establishments and the world 
of business. 

A wide choice of Advanced level subjects 

These include – Art & Design/Textiles, Biology, Business 
(Cambridge Technical), Chemistry, English Literature, Geography, 
Graphic Communication, History, IT, Mathematics (Further Maths), 
Modern Foreign Languages (French), Physical Education, Physics, 
Psychology (please note – if student numbers for some subjects 
are very low – courses may not run).

The list is not exhaustive, and subjects not listed may be offered 
in addition if there is sufficient demand for them. From the start 
of a student’s Sixth Form journey, intellectual development 
is achieved through identifying the learning profile of each 
individual and teaching them in the manner which meets their 
needs. 

Personal development 

Real life is about working successfully with other people, having 
flair and imagination and being able to make complex and 
sometimes difficult decisions. As they progress through the 
Sixth Form, our students are equipped with the skills that will 
enable them to become well-rounded individuals. Most jobs 
in the twenty first century economy require teamwork, and so, 
in their daily interaction in the sixth form centre, students are 
encouraged to acquire a strong team spirit. With its quiet study 
areas, restaurant facilities, ICT provision, art studio and bespoke 
teaching areas, the unique 6th Form Atrium provides the perfect 
environment for the development of these personal qualities. 

There can be no doubt that Holy Trinity School and Sixth Form 
Centre is a very special place to work and learn. We are very 
proud of the opportunities available in the Sixth Form and of 
our students and their achievements. Our curriculum reflects the 
skills and flexibility required in the modern workplace and our 
facilities and standards reflect this outlook. Academic success is 
at the heart of the Sixth Form. We prepare Sixth Form students to 
work independently within a tightly structured framework and a 
wide range of Advanced Level courses is offered. 
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Holy Trinity School is currently a co-educational free school 
offering a quality internationally minded education to children 
from 4 years up to 18 years of age. The school operates under a 
charitable status, governed by a board of Trustees. 

What is a Free School? 

A free school is a non-selective school that is funded by the 
taxpayer but is independent of state control. However, it is 
subject to inspection by Ofsted and is accountable to the 
Secretary of State for Education. 

A bridge between school and the adult world 

The Holy Trinity Sixth Form Centre offers a unique experience 
for students which combines high expectations, a supported 
environment and a great deal of daily individual tuition and 
attention. 

As senior members of the school community, Sixth Form students 
are encouraged to play a leading role in the life of the school 

as a whole. There are opportunities for helping pupils in the 
Primary School in their learning, for taking leadership role on 
the school council, and for taking on Prefect responsibilities. 
Students are encouraged to participate in Young Enterprise, 
Drama productions, Choir, Musical instrument lessons, debating, 
educational trips and a range of sports to name but a few. 

Our philosophy is clear: though academic progress is crucial, 
and results do make a difference, integrity, a work ethic, a range 
of interests and passion are just as important. We prepare our 
students not only for academic success but for life at university 
and beyond. 

A Levels are first-class qualifications for Medicine, Veterinary 
Science, Accountancy, Business Management, Law and many 
other specialisms. The A level courses at Holy Trinity Sixth Form 
Centre foster the academic rigour, independent learning and 
sense of enquiry that are prerequisites for entrepreneurial 
success and, more widely, for employability. 

About Holy Trinity School 
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Our aim is to make every Sixth Form student’s experience 
exciting and fulfi lling and one they will look back at with genuine 
happiness. Entry to university is highly competitive. Often a 
single grade in one subject is the deciding factor in whether a 
student gains entry to their fi rst-choice university. We provide 
high quality guidance on Higher Education and careers in 
general. Holy Trinity school is distinguished by its emphasis 
on academic excellence and students are given one to one 
support with their university applications. We aim for these to be 
completed and sent by half-term in the Autumn term of Year 13; 
supporting students in securing their next steps, whether that is 
in higher education, apprenticeships or the world of work. 

Our results speak for themselves

Holy Trinity School Sixth Form is distinguished by its emphasis 
on academic excellence, placing importance on every Sixth Form 
student realising their intellectual potential. Highly qualifi ed 
subject specialists inspire students to become inquirers of the 
world around them and to enjoy learning whilst demonstrating 
initiative when applying their developing skills to solving 
complex problems. 

We are immensely proud of our breadth of curriculum, 
the excellence of our teaching and our success in public 
examinations. On joining Year 12, students are encouraged to 
develop skills as independent learners and to organise their time 
eff ectively. The importance of being open-minded and creative is 
emphasised, and new students are made aware that productive 
academic study is based on integrity and hard work. 

The transition from GCSE to A Level is managed carefully in the 
fi rst half-term of Year 12. From the start of the new academic 
year, the Sixth Form staff  ensure that new Year 12 students have 
made appropriate subject choices for their intended university 
courses. Students are encouraged to take responsibility for 
their own learning within a strong framework of mentoring 
and guidance. The aims and assessment objectives of the A 
Level courses are clearly explained by subject specialists, as is 
appropriate use of study periods. 

Trust and respect for each other 

At Holy Trinity School, we respect and value each individual 
member of the school within an environment where good 
relationships are based on trust, openness and respect for each 
other. We aim for young people to develop self-esteem, self-
confi dence and high aspirations for themselves.

Excellent pass rate 
at A Level

5



Art and Design – OCR, Graphic Communications – OCR 

The Art Department is a vibrant, creative space dedicated to the 
development of independent, imaginative students where the 
basis of artwork is rooted in the teaching of skills and techniques 
to a high level. Students have the opportunity to explore a 
variety of media such as painting and drawing, printmaking, 
mixed media, textiles, graphic design and sculpture. 

Students can opt for a mixed Art and Design course investigating 
a multitude of diff erent techniques and materials, or choose to 
focus on one area such as Fashion and Textile design or pure 
Fine Art.  For the most able Artist, Graphic Communications could 
also be studied giving the student two A levels from these Art 
specialisms. 

Critical and contextual studies teaching informs students’ 
knowledge and understanding within each project and allows 
them to complete personal research into art and design linked 
to their own interests. This leads to the development of each 
individual as an artist in their own right. 

Work is exhibited around the entrance to the school and 
celebrates the high standard of inspirational work which we have 
come to expect from our students. 

Biology – AQA 

Biology covers a wide fi eld of information over a diverse range of 
topics, such as the movement of electrons in photosynthesis and 
the migration of populations around the world. 

Living organisms have an extremely diverse range of form and 
function. The cell is the fundamental unit of life. All organisms, 
whatever their type or size, are composed of cells. Cells contain 
the genetic material of an organism and metabolic processes take 
place within them. 

Biology can be taken in combination with most other subjects 
but is usually combined with Chemistry, Physics, Mathematics, 
Physical Education or Psychology. 

Students are expected to study independently alongside the 
work set. The building of practical skills is integrated into the 
course with a view to developing enthusiastic, inquisitive and 
perceptive biologists. 

A Level subjects off ered
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Business – OCR Cambridge Technical 

Business is a real-world subject that allows students to explore 
themes and concepts relevant to their everyday lives both 
now and in their future careers. The OCR Cambridge Technical 
Extended Certificate (Level 3) in Business is structured into 
controlled assessment and modular examinations.  Our 
qualification in Business develops students’ core skills and 
understanding of the requirements of the business sector. 
Students gain hands-on experience and have the opportunity 
to focus on specific topics such as human resources, marketing, 
accounting and business planning. Students are encouraged to 
use an enquiring, critical and thoughtful approach to the study of 
business, to understand that business behaviour can be studied 
from a range of perspectives and to challenge assumptions. 

Beyond the timetabled lessons there is the opportunity to take 
part in the Young Enterprise programme for the chance to be 
part of a team running their own business. Holy Trinity Sixth Form 
has won a variety of regional awards in the program and some 
of the businesses have gone on to become established as actual 
businesses following the completion of the competition. 

Chemistry – AQA 

At Holy Trinity, a small class size in Chemistry ensures individual 
attention and highly structured lessons. 

Chemistry is the key A level science subject for students 
contemplating the fields of medicine, dentistry and veterinary 
science. Chemistry is also important for careers in chemical and 
biological sciences, forensics, climate and environment, as well 
as computer science. 

A level Chemistry can traditionally complement Biology, Physics 
and Mathematics, but due to the development of data handling 
and communication skills, Chemistry can also be studied with 
Geography or ICT. 

The AQA course features the development of a strong theoretical 
foundation and effective practical skills required by science-
based university degree courses. 

You will learn about industrial processes and the modern 
analytical techniques that manifest our chemistry driven lives. 
All students will benefit from the highly structured course 
with regular assessments that demand hard work and effective 
organisational ability. 

English Literature – OCR 

English Literature is a subject that combines analytical thinking 
with the creative enjoyment of reading and writing. As such, it 
both sharpens the mind and fires the imagination. 

Those studying Literature at A level will have plenty of 
opportunities to build upon the skills acquired at GCSE. Lessons 
are varied and interesting, and include such diverse tasks as 
research projects, individual seminars for the non-examined 
assessment (coursework) and close textual analysis. There are 
also lots of opportunities for discussion and debate, as students 
explore their own and others’ understanding of texts. 

The specification sees students studying texts from a variety of 
different genres and time periods.  This allows them to develop 
a deeper understanding of textual links and the contexts within 
which the world’s great literature has been produced. Accordingly, 
the subject combines well with other humanities and arts-
based subjects – but also provides those with a more scientific 
curriculum the chance to hone their critical thinking skills. 

Students studying Literature regularly have the chance to 
participate in trips and extracurricular activities, such as theatre 
visits, lecture days and debating competitions. It is an A Level 
choice that is well respected by Russell Group Universities and is 
desired for all professional or university subject choices.

French – AQA 

French is an important international language, used for business 
and diplomacy across the world.  Confidence in French, as in 
other modern languages, can bring significant benefits for those 
working in the arts, media, law, politics and business. 

Students study technological and social change, looking at 
diversity and the benefits it brings. They will study highlights of 
French-speaking artistic culture, including francophone music and 
cinema, and learn about political engagement and who wields 
political power in the French-speaking world. 

Students also explore the influence of the past on present-day 
French-speaking communities.  Throughout their studies, they will 
learn the language in the context of French-speaking countries 
and the issues and influences which have shaped them. Students 
will study texts and film and have the opportunity to carry out 
independent research on an area of their choice. 

Assessment tasks will be varied and include listening, speaking, 
reading and writing skills. 

Geography – AQA 7



Studying Geography stimulates an interest in and sense of 
wonder about places, people and the environment. It bridges the 
gap between the arts and sciences and develops a wide variety 
of skills that are transferable to higher education courses and the 
world of work. 

The course consists of a series of physical and human units 
which are assessed by written examinations. Some of the units 
are compulsory whereas others are optional. An individual 
investigation of between 3,000 and 4,000 words must be 
completed and it must include the use of data collected during 
fieldwork. A residential Geography field trip is included in the 
course. 

Students will study the complex and dynamically changing world 
by considering economic, social, environmental and political 
issues. 

There is no requirement to have studied Geography at GCSE but 
an appreciation of its relevance to our lives are good reasons for 
studying Geography at advanced level.

History – AQA 

As a History student, you will never experience the events that 
you study; instead, you have to build up a picture from the 
evidence that has been left. You must become skilled at asking 
questions, sometimes awkward questions and must learn to 
take nothing at face value. You have to develop empathy and 
understanding of the actions and achievements of others; you 
must be prepared to put your case and argue it well using 
evidence to draw conclusions and make judgements. These skills 
are highly desirable in many different careers and A level History 
is excellent training for any role where you must use evidence 
or make decisions, especially where those decisions affect other 
people. 

There are many careers that require the skills that a study of 
History can bring: law, medicine, business, finance, accountancy, 
tourism, town planning, politics, journalism and research to name 
a few! 

At Holy Trinity you will study the Tudors from Henry VII 
through to Elizabeth I, and Italy 1900 – 1945 understanding 
how Mussolini was able to rise to power. There is also a non-
examination assessment coursework in Year 13 on the topic of 
Russia which accounts for 20% of the final grade.

Information Technology – OCR Cambridge Technical 

Our Cambridge Technicals in Information Technology (Level 
3) provides students with essential knowledge and skills in IT 
and cybersecurity. A wide range of units and opportunities for 
practical and project-based work helps students gain an insight 
into technological change, global IT infrastructure and legal and 
security considerations. This subject sits easily alongside the 
Cambridge Technical in Business but could also be taken along 
with two other A levels. It is a subject that opens a wealth of 
opportunities in the longer term as many career paths can be 
progressed on to such as Business Management, Communications 
or Design for example. Many workplaces require robust IT skills 
to undertake day-to-day tasks and would complement the skills 
learnt in other areas of the Sixth Form. There is a large, controlled 
assessment component and smaller modular examinations so 
emphasis is on keeping to deadlines throughout the two years of 
the course. 

Mathematics – Edexcel 

A level Mathematics is a highly regarded subject offering varied 
work which is challenging, rewarding and enjoyable. Four 
branches of Mathematics are offered at Holy Trinity: Core Maths, 
Statistics, Mechanics and Decision Maths. 

Core Maths: topics covered at GCSE, such as algebra and 
trigonometry will be studied in greater detail and calculus 
introduced for the first time. All modules within Core Maths 
develop the skills and techniques required to manipulate and 
solve mathematical problems in various fields of study. 

Statistics: important concepts are introduced in a simple form to 
start with and developed in greater detail later. Topics include 
data presentation, probability, hypothesis testing and theoretical 
distribution. The course is recommended for students taking 
Biology, Geography, Economics and Business Studies. 

Mechanics: learn how to describe the motion of objects, such as 
cars and satellites and discover how they respond to the forces 
acting upon them. Mechanics provides an essential introduction 
to the study of Physics, Architecture, Engineering, Sports Science 
and Robotics. 

Decision Mathematics: study a range of algorithms and learn 
how to solve problems involving networks, such as designing the 
circuits on a microchip. This course is useful for students taking 
Economics and Business Studies at A level as well as anyone 
planning to go on to Logistics and Engineering courses. 

Holy Trinity offers a choice of three different courses: 
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Mathematics with Statistics 

This option includes two modules of Core Mathematics and one 
module of Statistics in years 12 and 13. This is an ideal choice for 
students focusing on humanities and medical sciences. 

Mathematics with Mechanics 

This option includes two modules of Core Mathematics and 
one module of Mechanics in years 12 and 13. This option is 
Ideal for those studying Physics or planning to study Physics or 
Engineering at university. 

Students at Holy Trinity benefit from the opportunity to take part 
in the Senior Maths Challenge and Senior Maths Team Challenge. 
We also engage in a programme of workshops and attend ‘Maths 
Inspiration’ lectures. 

Further Mathematics 

Further Maths is a two-year course which, in addition to 
Mathematics makes up two of your subject choices at A Level. 
This option leads to two separate A Levels in Mathematics and 
Further Mathematics. 

Students will study all four mathematical options taught at Holy 
Trinity: Core Mathematics, Statistics, Mechanics and Decision 
Maths. For details of these, please refer to Mathematics.

Further Mathematics is ideally suited to the highly able 
mathematician who expects to achieve a top grade at GCSE. The 
course is ideal for those interested in university courses such as 
Mathematics, Engineering and Physics. 
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Physical Education – OCR 

Studying A level Physical Education will give you a fantastic 
insight into the incredible world of sports performance. 

Practical performance is essential to the understanding of theory 
and students will be assessed in their practical activities, with 
those marks contributing to the overall grade.

Students will develop their knowledge and understanding of 
factors that enable them to be physically active as part of a 
balanced, active and healthy lifestyle. 

Topics include Physiological factors aff ecting performance, Injury 
prevention & rehabilitation, Skill acquisition, Sports psychology 
and Socio-cultural themes. 

The combination of physical performance and academic 
challenge provides an exciting opportunity for students. They can 
participate in sports and through academic study, improve their 
own and others’ performance and develop coaching skills using 
the applications taught. 

The specifi cations also encourage the development of strong 
literacy and numeracy skills. The acquisition of such a diverse 
range of skills is of great benefi t to students as they continue in 
education or transfer to the world of work. 

Physics – AQA

Physics is a part of virtually every aspect of our lives. Every 
electrical device you use, including mobile phones and 
televisions have been developed from Physics theories and 
concepts. Moving objects such as rockets, cars and footballs have 
been designed using Physics as a result of practical experiments 
and mathematical analysis. I hope that students will learn to 
see the beauty of the “neatness” of physics, how mathematical 
physical laws can explain and predict reality.

Physics is a strong subject for many diff erent career paths as it 
contains many important skills. The ability to problem solves and 
analyse using mathematical tools is highly valued by employers. 
It is especially relevant to engineering and science options. 

The course covers a variety of topics, initially carrying on the 
basic theory from GCSE, but also introduces new topics such 
as quantum and nuclear physics. An important part of the AQA 
syllabus is practical work and students will work towards gaining 
the practical skills endorsement required for entrance to degrees 
in physical sciences, applied maths and engineering. The course 
also highlights how Physics is trying to improve our lives in the 
future, for example, superconductors, or how a PET scanner works. 

The main topics covered in year 12 are particles and radiation, 
waves and optics, mechanics, materials and electricity.  In year 
13; circular and simple harmonic motion, gravitational, electric 
and magnetic fi elds, thermal and nuclear Physics. Students also 
study for an option chosen by the group e.g. Astro physics or 
Turning points. 

Psychology – AQA 

If you are interested in what makes people tick, then this is the 
subject for you. Psychology is the scientifi c study of behaviour. 

Throughout the course you will cover topics including Memory, 
Attachment, Psychopathology and Social Infl uence. We 
examine research in detail, and you will carry out your own 
practical exercises to learn how to conduct studies with human 
participants. 

Students are expected to work hard and take ownership of their 
own learning. 

Psychology can be combined with a variety of other subjects 
including Biology, English, Business and Mathematics. A 
good pass at GCSE in English, Mathematics and Sciences is 
recommended as skills from all these subjects are employed. 

Assessment takes the form of examinations. There is no 
controlled assessment. 
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Admissions 

How to apply 

Application forms can be found on the website or email: 
sixth.form@holytrinity.co.uk for further details. 

The deadline for applications to Holy Trinity Sixth Form 
is the 30th of November for September entry of the 
following academic year. 

To find out about any other aspect of our school including 
policies please visit: www.holytrinity.co.uk  
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